Chemult Rural Fire Protection Districts needs a local-option tax levy (such as Klamath County Measure 18-145), because its permanent tax rate- set under Oregon’s Measure 50 base tax rates at 1997 levels- have created a severe structural deficit as operating cost have outpaced revenue.
Key factors driving the need for new funding include:
· Stagnant Permanent Tax Rates: Oregon property tax limits restrict standard revenue growth, meaning static or long-standing rates no longer keep pace with inflation.
· Limited Ambulance and Emergency Services: The district faces restricted ambulance and Fire response capabilities due to a lack of staff and budgeted funds. This is particularly critical because Chemult’s Ambulance Service Area (ASA) covers over 1400 square miles and our Fire response area is over 250 square miles. These areas cover miles of US Highway 97, US Highway 138, US Highway 58 and Silver Lake road.
· Staffing Needs: The proposed levy is specifically designed to hire two addition full-time firefighters/EMTs to ensure adequate emergency response.
· Rising Operational and Equipment Costs: Inflation has sharply increase the cost of medical supplies, maintenance for fire and ambulance apparatus, personal protective equipment (PPE) and ongoing training staff training.
Would you like more details on how Measure 18-145 impact property taxes in Klamath County of information on voting deadlines? Please contact Chemult Rural Fire Protection District main station at 541-365-2255
